Differential adhesive properties of the surface of human blood flukes Schistosoma mansoni. Sexual, regional, and developmental differences in interfacial free energies and structure of glycocalyx.
While infecting a vertebrate host, blood flukes (Schistosoma mansoni) must continually resist adhesions by immune effector cells. However, the male and female schistosomes must adhere to one another in order to establish and maintain the sexual pairing process after 4 wk postinfection. Using a contact angle method, the relative adhesiveness of male and female parasites were determined. Results indicate that schistosomes restrict effector cell adhesion through developmental, sexual, and regional differences in adhesive properties.